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Rez mainder of the SCIENCES. 


ets Am in doubt, whether Rhetorick fhould be reckoned among the ufeful 
is ig Sciences, “The Greets and Romans held it in great Etteem : but wei ghty 
HS Objections lie againft it. Acertain Philofopher compares it toa painted 
Woman ; where the P: Nat, impofes upon the Sight, and the Woman upon the 
Underftanding. Socrates call’d it the Art of Deceiving. And fome well regulated 
States, as Crete, and Lacedemion defpiled it. Butin Greece, and other tumultuary 
pop ular Gos ernments, Rhetorick was reckoned the capital Science. I will not 
attempt to decide the Queftion. 

The hurtful Sciences are numerous. Moft of our learned Differtations are 
either wrote upon Subjects which no Man underftands, or which it is of no Con- 
fe -quence to ecliialiaiad. We have daily Diiputes about God’ S Effence, and the 
Narucdad Spirits &c. which are, plainly, Subjects hidden from Men. Many 
other Difcourfes we have upon the dark unneceflary Things of Antiquity ; as the 
Country of Homer, the real Mother of £neas, the Father of Romulus, and as 
the Poet exprefics it, 

Dust Aceftos vixerit Annos ; 
Duot Siculi Phrygibus Vint donaverint Urnas. 
The critical Sciences of this Kind, are not only unprofitable, but pernicious ; 
on account of the Time fo wretchedly mifemployed. People who ftudy in this 
Way, are like Children turning over the Leaves of a Book to look for Pictures. 

Indeed, all the Sciences become pernicious, when they run to Excefs. Expe- 
rience fhews, that a Man may ftudy himfelf fimple. Yet, exceilive Study has 
had a great Reputation in the World. Archimedes is celebrated for being fo 
buried in Contemplation, that he remained the only Perfon in Syracu/e, who did 
not know the City was taken. Cuarnsades is famed for being fo ftudious that he 
forzsot to eat. But, with all the Veneration due to the Ancients, this Kind of 
Fame is not well grounded. Perfons thus praifed, refemble the Gentleman lafhed 
by Petrontus, under the Character of Eumolpus ; who continued repeating Verfes 
in the Cavin, whilft the Ship was toffed in a Storm and ready to fink. An over- 
learned Man may be compared to a Glutton, or a Drunkard ; for as Men, may 


eat and drink to a Debauch, fo they ere ftudy to Excefs. In either Cafe the’ 


Perfon becomes unfit for Bufi: iefs ; and the Effect is the fame, whether produced 
by tog much Wine, or too much Study. Such immoderately learned Men are 
like 
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like the Orator in Petromius, who afked an unknown old Woman in the Street, 
if fhe could tell him where he lived. Of fuch a Perfon we may juftly fay what 
Fefius unjuftly faid of St. Paul; thy much Learning doth make thee mad.” 

But what fhall we fay of him, who fearches into the Nature of Infects, Shells, 
&c. without ftudying himfelf ; who has the Hiftory of the World in his Head, 
but remains ignorant of what is daily tranfacted in his own Family ; who knows 
‘¢ what private Dialogues pafs betwixt Fupiter and ‘Funo, but not a Syllable of 
‘¢ the Familiarities of his own Wife?” Men fhould confider Study, not as an 
End, but a Means to fit them for Bufinefs ; as we fhould not live to eat, but eat 
to live. Excefs in Study proves more detrimental than ufeful. ‘* The fweeteft 
‘© Life is, not to be over learned.” Of this Excefs in Study we have fuch daily 
Examples, that it is gotinto acommon Proverb, ‘* He is too Jearn’d to preach ;” 
or, in other Words, ** He can do nothing well, becaufe he knows nothing well.” 
For, as Plants that are over-water’d cannot thrive ; and the Lamp burns ill that 
has too much Oil; fo the Mind will be hurt by too much Study. A Man’s 
Houfe may be fo fill’d with Furniture, that he fhall want Room to ftir; and a 
Man’s Head may be fo ftuffed with other People’s Thoughts, that his own fhall 
be ftified. Places abounding with Schools and Colleges, are not proportionably 
wife or virtuous. Rome was never wifer or more virtuous, than when moderately 
learned, and meddled with none but the ufeful Sciences. Athess was never more 
foolifh than when it {warmed with Philofophers. Moderate Learning and ufeful 
Labour make a wife and virtuous People : for, moderate Learning {ftrengthens 
the Underftanding, and ufetul Labour fupprefles Vice. TYoo much Eating does 
not make a Man healthy ; and too much Reading does not make him wife. 
Reflection is required to digeft Reading ; and Ufe is the Soul of Study. 


VSISGSSRPISSVCSISISISSASGESRVSSRIACISSS 

F all the Pleafures that endear human Life, there are none more worthy 

the Attention of a rational Creature, than thofe that fow from the mutual 

Return of conjugal Love. Our great Poet MMiltom, after he has defcrib’d the 
nuptial Bower of Adam and Eve in Paradife, thus call upon that bli(sful State, 


Hail wedded Love! mifterious Law, true Source, 

Of human Offspring, fole Propriety, in Paradise 

Of all Things common elje, by thee adult’rous Luft 

Was driven from Men, among the beftial Herds to range, 
By thee (founded in Reafon, loyal, ju/l, and pure,) 
Relations dear, and all the Charities of Father, Son, 

And Brother firft where known, perpetual Fountain 

Of domeftick Blifi, here Love his golden Shafts employs, 
Here light’s bis conflant Lamp, and waves bis purple Wings. 


In this Scene the loofer Paffions of Youth are confolidated into fettled Affections, 
for the lawful Object of Love unites every Care in itfelf, and makes even thote 
Thoughts which were painful before, become delightful. When two Minds are 
thus engaged by the Ties of Sincerity, and reciprocal Affection, each alternatly 
receives and communicates a Tranfport that is inconceivable to all but thote that 


are in this Situation. From hence arifes that heart enobling Solicitude for hac 
anothers 
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another’s Welfare, that tender Simpathy that alleviates Affliction; and that parti- 
cipated Pleafure that heightens Profperity and Joy itfelf. This is a full Completion 
of the Bleflings of Humanity ! For if Reafon and Society are the Characterifticks 
which diftinguifh us from other Animals; an Excellency in thefe two great Pri- 
vileges of Man which centers in Wediock, mutt raife us in Happinefs above the 
Reft of our Species. ’Tis here that the noble Paffions, of which the human Soul 
is fufceptible, join together, virtuous Love and Friendfhip; the one fupplying it 
with a con{tant Rapture, and the other regulating of it by the Rules of Reaton : 
I wou'd not be underttood to be {peaking of thofe more unnatural and difpropo- 
tionable Matches, made daily upun worldly Views, where Intereft or Wealth 
are the fole Motives; I mean that {uch only enjoy the Bleffing who are conducted 
by Hymen thro’ his own Realm of Love and Sincerity. With fuch a beautiful Friend, 
as a great Poet calls a Wife, a very Defert would lofe its Horrors ; and we have 
it in our Power to enjoy Endearments and Satisfactions better felt than exprefs’d : 
Certainly a wild Profpect arifes from a Marriage where lucrative Views, or falfe 
Paflion, joined the Hands; where contradictory Sentiments allienate the Heart, 
and which mutual Neglect difiolves ! Here is indeed the Torrent of true Evil and 
Wretchednefs. But how delightful is the Idea of an Union, entered into under the 
aufpices of Religion and Reafon, cemented by a Similarity of Temper, Proportion 
of Ages, and Equality of Condition, and cherith’d by mutual Complacencies and 
Indulgence. This is in Reality a Source of true Good and Happinefs. Where 
does the Scripture prefcribe fo clofe a Connexion as this, Man foall leave bis Father 
and Mother and cleave io his Wife, and they fhall be one Flefn; and this Happinefs it 
is which the Poiledion of, fo completely fills the Heart, as leaves no Vacuity for 
a Detire of any other: But where Truth is wanting, in vain fhal! we look for 
this, Susumum Bonum. ‘ 


SPPSSHS POPES PSS TSS SSPISPVSIIS PAPSSH 
Tears an infallible Method to conquer the F Arr Sex. 


Am afraid my Readers (if indeed I have any) will hardly perceive, without 

this Information, that I propofe treading in the Steps of the Immortal Adai/en ; 
and tho’ I had not the Vanity to call my Papers by the Names of SPECTATORS, 
yet the fame fhall be the End, and the Subjeéts varied like his, as Matter fha!! 
offer, or Inclination prompt. 

I am prepar’d for the Witlings, who fhall tell me that I ought to have been 
vell awake e’er | had thought of this; and that it was very unlike 4ddifon to begin 
with talking in my Sleep. 

If I can but follow him, tho’ with unequal Steps; if, like his, my Papers may 
tend to promote the Caufes of Religion, Innocence and Virtue ; if I can blend (as 
he has beautifully done) the Ujeful and Agreeable together, I fhall attain the End 
I aim at. 

Tho’ I am an Enemy to Egotifm, thus much I thought Neceflary to fay of 
myfelf and my Defign ; but I fhall now, without any more of this Preface, 
which, like Bays’s Prologue, might have ferv’d for any other as wel! as this, fall 
into my Subject at once, and direct my Difcourfe to the Ladies, whom I have ver 
much at Heart, and whom I fhall frequently make my Care; for (to ufe the 
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Words of that Villain Lovelace, in the worthieft Senfe) moft dearly do I Love the 


» 


fweet Creatures. 


Tears, fays a certain Author, whom I have forgot, cre the Bled of a bve- 
cvounded Scul, the Sea in which Love fwims pleajantiy, and the Food by which it ts 

wonder fuily nourifh’ d. 

Now, as odd and ftrange as tiefe Expreffions are, 1 would advife the Ladies, 
as a Friend, to conitder the + eight of them. A Lover, who, by all the Rhetoric 
of Aames, darts, let-me-die’s, has not been able to make the leat Imprefi fien on his 
Mittrefs’s Heart, fhall {wim you tn a Fl. 10d of his Tears into her good Graces with 
the greateft Eafe imaginab! e. Our Youth k iow this to be an untailing Method ; 
they think it therefore needlefs to fay a Word of Sincerity, butcali up their Tears, 
and their Work is done.----- One wou’d think they were in Poileifion of Cowley’s 
receipt to make Tears that [peak. : 

If | were difpos’d to fhew my Reading, I cou’d fortify myfelf with Quotations 
on all Sides; Ovid wou’d furnith me with Scraps without Number from his Epifties 
and Art of Love. 

But al! our young Ladies, we’ve Reafon to hope, 
Have read them tranflated by Dryden or Pope, 
fo that I Leave it to them to apply. 

I doubt not but many Bai ir one’s Experience can Witnefs the prevailing 
Efficacy of Tears; and as for the Men, I am credibly inform’d, there area fet of 
young Fellows that have met with fuch Succefs by this Means, that they call 
themielves the Conquerors. 

It is a difficult M atter to find what to attribute the good Fortune of this weeping 
Tribe to ; whether it be, that the tender-harted Creatures are overcome by a 
fecret Sympathy , at Sight of a fimilar Softnefs in the Nature of Man, which is fo 
Eminent in their own, or whether the View of the terrible Effects their Beauty 


has over the wretched Lover, 


+-------------------------- Tite begs Relisf 
°& |= With Tears, the. dumb Petittcners of Grief, 
may not excite their Compaffien, | will not take upon me to determine ; but I 
think a Man muft make a de fpicable Figure in the Eyes of a Woman of Senile, 


who takes this ridiculous Mesivod of Periuafion. 
It is not however to be imagin'd what Succeis in General thefe W aterings have 


had in raifing, inftead of quenc! ling a Flame. 

Sometimes, ‘tis true, there may be Sincerity in Tears, doubtlefs thereis; butit 
is fo leldor m, that I think every Lady inou’d keepoa lit tle ‘Thumb P} ial. hat fhe 
ht put all that came from her Lover’s Heart into it, and lay itup a sa Refervoir 
tor the Infpection of the Curious ; but I muit coniefs I think if fhe did not marry 


him till fhe had it full, fhe muft live to an antediluvian Age, or ciie, run a great 
And who among you, ‘Ladies, would take 
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Hazard of dying an old Maid,----- 
de{perate a Chance? 
lf ever, therefi ore, when Rang r r begins toweep, ALi Ml Rays in t} he Room, 


&bar fing 
I immediately give her up for lo Since, take my’ Word for it in Latin, (for I 


would not * nderitood when t ipeak of a mois i s Weaknefs) 
Tata tur favor Euryalum, iccorymaque decore, 
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